Fluorescence assay to monitor phagocytosis by bloodclot derived polymorphonuclear leucocytes. 2. Study of patients with psoriasis and the effect of exposing leucocytes to psoriatic skin scales.
Comparisons of phagocytic parameters were carried out by a recently developed fluorescence test which is reproducible, simple and fast. Phagocytosis by polymorphonuclear leucocytes (PMNs) obtained from patients with psoriasis was compared with that of healthy individuals. Psoriatic skin scales, non-sterile and sterile, were tested for stimulatory effect on PMNs and compared with the effect of normal skin scrapings. Results confirm enhanced phagocytosis of bacteria by PMNs from patients with psoriasis over that of PMNs from healthy volunteers. Furthermore, the supernatant fluid from suspensions of psoriatic skin scales, non-sterile and sterile, stimulated PMNs activity.